
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER 86-29

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

OLEMA RANCH CAMPGROUND
OLEMA
MARIN COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereinafter the Board) finds that:

1. Leisure Retreats of America, Inc., submitted a Report of
Waste Discharge dated January 14, 1986, for the discharge of
domestic wastewater from Olema Ranch Campground. Leisure
Retreats of America operates the campground, which is owned
by Olema Ranch Campground, a limited partnership. For
purposes of this order, the two entities will be referred to
collectively as the discharger.

2. The discharger operates a 200-unit private campground
immediately north of the unincorporated town of Olema, in
Marin County (see Attachment A). The campground generates
sewage from a manger's residence, 30 sewer connections for
camper vehicles, two restrooms, and an 18-washer laundromat.
Sewage flows to several septic tanks and then to a sump,
where it is pumped about 1,200 feet north to three
evaporation ponds having a total surface area of roughly
13,000 square feet. The campground generates wastewater
flows of roughly 14,000 gallons per day (gpd), monthly
average, during the busier summer months.

3. The campground is located between Highway One (Shoreline
Highway) and Olema Creek, a water of the state and a
tributary to Lagunitas Creek and Tomales Bay. The
collection system sump is about 250 feet from Olema Creek
and the evaporation ponds are about 400 feet from the creek.

4. The Board adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan
(Basin Plan) for the San Francisco Bay Region on July 21,
1982. The Basin Plan prohibits the discharge of raw sewage
or any waste failing to meet waste discharge requirements to
any waters of the Basin. The Basin Plan also prohibits the
discharge of wastewater to non-tidal waters, such as Olema
Creek. The Basin Plan also requires that existing ground­
water quality be maintained unless otherwise provided by the
State Board (Resolution 68-16).

5. Beneficial uses of Olema Creek and Tomales Bay include:

Water-contact and non-contact recreation (both)
Commercial and sport fishing (bay only)






















